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Change Suggested Considerations when Implementing 
 

trauma, such as the use of props, actors, 
simulations, or other tactics intended to mimic a 
school shooting, incident of violence, or other 
emergency, or inclusion of developmentally or 
age-inappropriate content. Drills may inadvertently 
prompt a negative emotional or psychological 
response in staff or students because of previous 
exposure(s) to trauma. 

 
Require that District-wide School Safety Plans and 
Building-level Emergency Response Plans ensure that 
that:  

(1) drills and training be conducted in a trauma-
informed, developmentally and age-appropriate 
manner;  
(2) drills and training do not include props, actors, 
simulations, or other tactics intended to mimic a 
school shooting, incident of violence, or other 
emergency; and 
(3) students and staff be informed when a school 
is conducting a drill. 

 
Require that District-wide School Safety Plan: 

o includes procedures regarding notification of 
parents or persons in parental relation regarding 
drills. 

o includes policies and procedures for obtaining 
written consent for students to participate in full-
scale exercises in conjunction with local and 
county emergency responders and preparedness 
officials on non-school days when school activities 
such as athletics are not occurring on school 
grounds.  

 
 

Schools should include school social workers, 
counselors, psychologists, nurses, special education 
teachers and other pupil personnel services staff on 
your safety teams to 
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Note that this change does not require that districts or 
schools adopt a behavioral assessment team or county 
or regional threat assessment team.   
 
A suggested resource is the U.S. Secret Service 
Improving School Safety Through Bystander Reporting: 
A Toolkit for Strengthening K-12 Reporting Programs 
 

Require that building-level emergency response plans 
include floor plans labeled with: 

 the school name and address 
 a key to define any symbols used  
 a compass indicating North  
 labels indicating building entrances/exits with 

alphabetic or numeric identifiers assigned (e.g. 
�q�'�R�R�U���$�r���R�U���q�(�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H�����r���� 

 windows, interior doors, room numbers 
 common areas and administrative offices 

labeled by use 
 location of water, gas and electrical shutoffs 
 




